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Whitecroft 7 – 2 Longhope

A dreary, wet and cold afternoon in the Forest of Dean saw a dazzling display of football in muddy conditions as Whitecroft took on Longhope F.C. An early pitch inspection allowed the game to go ahead but by the afternoon it was looking a bit worse for wear. To avoid a replay, the game went ahead following agreement from the referee.

The Greeks changed their approach and attacked from the off, rather than opting the patient option as they would normally choose. This paid off as Moses Thompson slotted in an early goal to make it 1-0 to the home side.

Not long after, a Longhope counter provided the leveller as Whitecroft were caught at the other end of the pitch. The Greeks built again, with good passing in the midfield from the duo of Jacob Wynn and Dylan Richards, with Dan Burgum providing defensive support from the centre. It wasn't long before Moses added a penalty in off the post after the referee awarded a handball infringement to make it 2-1.

Ioan Day kept the game firmly in the Longhope half with his pressing ability and new signing James Ramshaw kept the opposition guessing with his short passing and hypnotic runs. The conditions slowly worsened with the pitch becoming more slippery. A goal kick fell awkwardly to Richard May who rounded the keeper to find his 2nd of the game.

Whitecroft entered the interval as the better of the two teams and this seemed to spur them on, despite the score level at 2-2. They definitely felt there was a chance of a win.

They came out the traps with the ball being confidently played in the clubhouse end and it wasn't long before Dan Burg volleyed home for his first goal this season. The mud seemed to tire most of the players so the gaffer brought on 2 more strikers and swapped the full backs. All of a sudden the fresh legs gave them a new lease of life.

Moses banged in a fourth, his 7th goal of the season and a well-deserved hattrick. Felix then showed great feet to slot a fifth. While Scott James showed he hasn't lost any of his composure following his ankle injury to round the keeper for the sixth. The seventh and final goal was a great piece of teamwork and sentiment of how the team have worked this season. Felix had a great opportunity to score but squared it to James for his 2nd of the game.

Manager's Comments:
"This was a great victory, not just for the club but for the players as they've all worked so hard on their game, both tactically and physically. Despite not having the same 11 or 12 players turning up week in, week out like most of the top teams in the league do, we are still able to perform at a decent level.

We played the conditions superbly and were adaptable tactically as I changed to a more attacking formation. We had the subs to push on to that extra gear as well towards the end of the game and I appreciate their patience with me to see the game plan through. To kill the game off in the 2nd half was excellent to watch and the team work involved was really pleasing.
We passed the ball well at times in awful conditions and defensively we were really sound. I really don't mind not playing when the boys play this well so hopefully it's the same for next week when we play them in the cup!"

Whitecroft take on Longhope away in the JO Roberts Cup on Sat 29th Nov, 2pm KO.
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MATCH RESULT ™

NORTH GLOS PREMIER LEAGUE

Thompson x

Burgum, Rose,

James x 2

Match Ball Sponsor:
“ Knick Knacks Whitecroft
hoar
Arc
Player Name Sponsor Player Name
Charlie Bethell Matty Hill
Lee Gwynne Robbie Clark
Callum Miller Ben Andrews
Liam Davies © Harrison Tuffley
Harry Baker www.tom.co.uk Josh Riddler
James Ramshaw Karl Foskett
loan Day Joseph Howard
Dan Burgum Dave, Ed & Bono Jack Halson
Moses Thompson ATile & Paint Conner Watkins
Jacob Wynn ‘ Tom Evans '
Dylan Richards Richard May
SUBS: SUBS:
Scott Jamg®ri  ® L AEvans..
EREEEE RWentte————— . e Ashley Wallate
Toby Box Dwane Morris
—GramtKear

Felix Rose

MATCH INFORMATION
Sat 22" Nov 2025

K.0 2pm
Grove Road, Whitecroft





