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Soudley 2 – 0 Whitecroft

The sun was shining Saturday afternoon and the pitch was in great condition considering the recent weather. The home side took the spoils and capitalised on a below par performance from the Greeks.

The team welcomed back Dan Thomas into the side to honour Charlie Bethell some time outfield on the wing. Soudley piled on on the pressure early on as Whitecroft struggled to get the ball under control for much of the game. A high ball over the defensive line caught out the centre backs and Soudley stepped the keeper one-on-one to coolly finish to make it 1-0.

Whitecroft struggled to get into the game from then on and didn't create many chances, apart from a shot outside the area from Adam Collier, who worked hard all game. The away side rarely tested the opposition goalkeeper.

A change in personnel and formation in the 2nd half seemed to revive the team, with Scott James accompanying Felix Rose up front in a 4-4-2. This would leave the midfield slightly outnumbered in the search for an equaliser. However it proved to be a shrewd move as chances began to be created - James scuffing a shot wide and shortly after, a volley from a corner that went narrowly wide.

It was all Whitecroft in the beginning of the half until Soudley caught Whitecroft against the run of play and put the ball just out of Thomas' reach in goal to make it 2-0.

Manager's Comments:
"A disappointing afternoon for everyone involved. We work hard in training to do exactly what we failed to do today, which was concentrate on our movement off the ball and create space. Our mindset from the off seemed to not quite grasp the importance of the game and because of this, we've handed them 3 much needed points.

That being said, Soudley are a very good team and probably shouldn't be where they are in the league. The bottom line is we failed to break down their defence through a lack of attacking options. We struggled to be physical enough in challenges, we lost the ball too often on the edge of our area and we didn't compete in the air. If you can't do those basic things correctly you can't play football because you don't have the ball.

On a more positive note we showed that we still have some fight in us and the mood in the dressing room after was very sullen, so the loss has not been taken lightly. We need the leaders in the team to step up and inspire the younger players to dust themselves off and keep going. We move on to Howle Hill next week at home where we will look to put things right."

Whitecroft play Howle Hill in the first of a double-header, at Grove Road on 21st March, 2.30pm KO. 
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