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Ellwood 1 – 2 Whitecroft

On a sunny but cold Autumn afternoon, Whitecroft notched up their first win of the season under player/manager Konrad Breese. It was a hard-fought tie with both teams battling for a result - both teams battling for survival, but it was the Greeks that came out on top with all 3 points.
It was a different line-up compared to previous games with the plan to ensure the away side didn't suffer the agony of defeat in the last 20 mins. The younger, fitter players making it possible to see out the match in a strong position and the plan worked.

Ellwood FC had some good chances early on and October Player of the Month, Charlie Bethell once again kept them honest until Hurran broke the deadlock with a decent volley into the corner from a huge kick from the goalkeeper.

Birthday boy Karl Monaghan was denied a great goal for an offside call which would have put the Greeks in front prior to that. His battling spirit is exemplary to the Whitecroft ethos through and through.

Closing in on the end of the first half, it was Tom Creed's first ever goal for Whitecroft that took both teams level into half time. This is the 4th time in a row Whitecroft have been drawing 1-1 in the interval, with the opposition coming out on top in all previous encounters in the 2nd half.
The plan came into fruition, with Konrad making way for Jacob Wynn in midfield who settled into the game well.

Ellwood started brightly but soon tired as a couple of returning players limped off injured and some having to come back on to replace others as the game finally took it's toll. Man of the Match Grant Kear making some superb challenges to battle to keep the ball in the final third, with Mason Cunliffe being unlucky not to put Whitecroft in the lead but for a few dubious offside decisions.

The referee was beckoned to announce the departure of Felix Rose replacement however no sooner had the decision been made, Felix trapped the ball, turned and slotted the winner past the goalkeeper. Dylan replaced Felix after 5 minutes grace with Grant Kear having to sit up top. It nearly paid off as Grant outpaced the opposition defenders to nearly add to the scoresheet but it wasn't to be.

Manager's Comments:
"It's fantastic to finally get a win on the board however I'm gutted we weren't able to keep the clean sheet so there's work that needs to be done on staying focused, especially from long balls. There are so many positives and everyone improved as the game went on. We expected it to be a physical encounter and we weren't disappointed. Ellwood battled on until the final whistle and it was by no means easy. Everyone executed the game plan really well.

We are turning out with the same players, week in and week out now, which is a great feeling to have some consistency. We are passing the ball better because we understand how each other plays and our strengths and weaknesses, so it makes it easier to manage each others expectations. We also have a good understanding of our positioning and we are developing our particular play style, so this should only get better with more game time.

Firstly, I'd like to thank our hosts, as they are going through a tough patch of late and I sincerely hope they can maintain until the end of the season. They have a fantastic club and have been the core of forest football for generations so the league needs these teams to thrive. We look forward to hosting them in the return fixture.

Secondly, I'd like to thank our Whitecroft supporters and community who have stuck by us and gave us a returning welcome at Grove Road. I've received lots of messages of support throughout the season and that is testament to the legacy they have built here long before I arrived."

Next game is home against Westbury on Sat 8th Nov, KO 2pm.
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Sat 1% Nov 2025
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