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Whitecroft 1 – 4 Lydney Town A (County Cup)

Another spirited performance for Whitecroft where they threw caution to the wind in the County Cup against Lydney Town AFC hoping for victory but also to give some players game time.

No one would be at fault for saying the cup isn't worth it but when you're playing a local derby and you need a confidence booster, it's worth everything the players threw at it. Once again, despite the numbers, it was a close affair however the final score suggested otherwise.

Lydney took the lead after Whitecroft looked in control for much of the game. Both sides passed the ball well when the Lydney forward got on behind the defence to slot home. Whitecroft equalised before half time through another Moses Thompson goal from a tight angle, which takes his tally to 4 for the season in all comps.

The Greeks held the belief they could get the win and held the draw until a Lydney volley took the away side to 2-1 midway in the 2nd half. Felix Rose, looking to quench a goal drought, narrowly missed a looping header from Man of the Match Karl Monaghan's delivery. A goalmouth scramble let in another to make it 3-1 and with 20 mins left on the clock, in typical cup fashion, the manager pushed on some attacking substitutions to try and claw back another goal or two. Scott James immediately making an impact showing that with a bit more game time could make a difference by putting a decent chance wide after good build up play from Monaghan, who was a rock in the midfield. Mason Cunliffe was always a threat on the right of midfield.

Unfortunately, the attacking options left the Greeks exposed at the back for Lydney to grab a late goal making it 4-1. Special mention must go to Ioan Day, making his first start for Whitecroft and ensuring he should be an option for future games, as he never gave up and made it difficult for the opposition.

Manager's Comments:
"We had some clear objectives in the first half that we were very unfortunate not to achieve as the team played really well together once again in the first 45 mins. Having Karl on form in midfield really helped us win those battles, as did Moses further up front and wide. I cannot fault anyone's work rate.

We had a strong squad today so it was nice to have options for multiple positions in the 2nd half and I honestly believed we could have won this game but Lydney showed their quality in depth late on and ran our tired legs into the ground when we were looking for more goals.

I'm happy with our performance in the first 65 mins and as is often the case in previous games, it just fizzles out towards the end. We need to be more clinical in front of goal but first and foremost, we need to stop letting them in!

There is more to come from everyone this season so we must continue our work ethic to push on, strive for better results and be accountable for our performances."

Whitecroft take on Ellwood away on Sat 1st Nov, KO 2pm.
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