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Whitecroft 0 – 1 Ruardean Hill Rangers Res

Whitecroft hosted Ruardean Hill Reserves last night at Grove Road, the last in the West Dean Charities cup games for both sides as they finished bottom and second-from-bottom respectively, in a tough group.

The home side got off to a great start with a new game plan and strategy to work with for the season. They created a few chances from Grant (Kear) and Jacob (Wynn) to set up Moses (Thompson) and Felix (Rose), however with a little more finesse, the outcomes could have been more fruitful. A goalmouth scramble nearly ended in a goal from Jacob (Wynn) however his efforts were thwarted.

Both linesmen were very active all game, where they traded offside calls for much of the game. The away side became very unsettled at Whitecroft's line defence, which was practised heavily at training. Sol (Thompson) and Liam (Davies) defending the goal successfully in the first half to ensure the score was even at 0-0 after 45 mins.

Karl (Monaghan) unfortunately had to be substituted, making way for the aged but able Konrad (Breese) to try and stabilise the midfield. Grant was still able to lead the attack in middle but as time wore on the away subs were rotated and the tired legs set in for the Greeks. After some neat football by Whitecroft, the home side were once again caught on the counter for Ruardean to slot in the only goal of the game after 65 mins.

The physical nature intensified and the fouls increased, resulting in Ruardean picking up a couple of yellow cards. With the away side rattled, Whitecroft began to create more chances through hard work from James (Hardinge) and Robbie (Kiwanuka). Unfortunately they weren't to be converted but this display from Felix and Moses were positive. Sol and Konrad continued to tenderise and bully the away teams forwards, however as more fresh Ruardean legs came on it became difficult for Whitecroft to find the winner.

Overall the performance was very encouraging. The passing and commitment was much better since the last game as was the communication on the field. It was pleasing to see the game plan was executed as well as could be however the lack of substitutes and the incessant counter attacks made the game length tough to endure. 

Special mention must go to James and Robbie for their work rate. They are testament to the attitude Whitecroft FC wants to portray for the season ahead.

Next up Whitecroft travel to Woolaston in the first league game of the new season on 30th August, KO 2.30pm.
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MATCH RESULT ™

0-1

Player Name
Dan Burgum

James Hardinge

Liam Davies

Sol Thompson

Harry Pope

Robbie Kiwanuka

Karl Monaghan (sub 45)

Grant Kear

Jacob \A;m (sub 75) *
Moses Thompson

Felix Rose

Y a—
Harry Baker (sub 75)
Konrad Breese (sub 45)

MATCH INFORMATION
Weds 20" Aug 2025

K.0 6.30pm
Recreation Ground, Grove Road.





