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Whitecroft 1 – 5 Westbury

Whitecroft FC took on Westbury UTD AFC at Grove Road on Saturday, knowing that it would be a tough battle and it proved to be as such. After a minutes silence for remembrance, the referee commenced the game.

The first 20 mins was a flurry of errors which lead to an early goal from the away side getting in behind the defence. Whitecroft fought back on occasion but poor clearances and decisions meant that Westbury capitalised in quick succession before Whitecroft had chance to gather themselves.

At 4-0 down it looked like another drubbing was on the cards but after they composed themselves they began to play to the conditions of the pitch. The Westbury forwards were very difficult to handle with their pace and they used this to good effect.

Youngsters Dylan Richards and Jacob Wynn showed they are more than capable of getting the job done in this division as they defended stoutly and attacked with intelligence.

After the fifth goal Whitecroft were awarded a freekick on the edge of the area, which Moses Thompson duly slotted home his 4th league goal of the season.

At the half time interval, Whitecroft made some changes to help the game and look to salvage a goal or two. The home side contained the opposition a lot more successfully and stifled several attacks, however the effort took it's toll and some players had to be substituted for minor injuries.
The already injured Dan Burgum coming on to assist with some defensive duties, despite having a back issue that limited his usual spritely self, was a massive help to ensure The Greeks could see out the half without conceding again.

Scott James made a late appearance in the 2nd half to try and sneak a goal but it wasn't to be on the day.

Manager's Comments:
"A very tough day today. Westbury were quick and difficult to contain in the first 20 mins and it caught us off guard on several occasions. For some reason we found it tough to clear the ball in basic situations, which lead to some mistakes in the wrong half of the field. The strategy to play the short ball wasn't the right one to execute as the pitch simply wouldn't allow it so a minor change allowed us to play football in their half more often.

I thought everyone played out of their skins all game and they should be very proud of their performance, especially in the 2nd half to keep that half at 0-0. They reacted well to the opposition threats and that's down to each and every one of them playing as a team. We have some smart and talented footballers at the club and we are going in the right direction so they have to be commended on this."

The next fixture is home to Woolaston AFC on 15th Nov. KO 2pm.
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