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Whitecroft 0 – 2 Broadwell Amateurs Res

The home side suffered at the hands of defeat for the return leg of the league encounter with Broadwell_afc however it was a much improved performance against a very strong team.

It was touch and go whether the game would go ahead due to the pitch condition but the referee gave it his blessing for it to continue. With Broadwell's strong club structure and their 1st team without a game it was always going to be an uphill battle for the Greeks but they held on admirably in the first half.

A good save from Charlie Bethell and a couple of shots from Jacob Wynn and December Player of the Month, Moses Thompson, gave the home side hope that this would be a positive result. Fletcher King had his first taste of senior football by coming on early to replace Ioan Day. The latter getting more minutes due to his commitment and hard work in training. With King on the right, this gave the team more pace on the right however they struggled to win aerial battles and 50/50's on the ground.

The half ended positively for Whitecroft at 0-0 after probably having most of the possession and playing very constructively for the most part. Captain, Liam Davies made way for our other new signing, Callum McCarthy, who showed glimpses of potential with his new teammates.
The 2nd half was much the same however Broadwell were allowed freedom to move on the edge of the box to finish past the goalkeeper to make it 1-0.

Whitecroft battled on with Moses Thompson nearly equalising but shooting narrowly over from short range. A corner for Whitecroft enabled Grant Kear to launch the ball in for Callum Miller to head towards goal, which bounced agonisingly off the bar, over the line and cleared by the opposition defence, only for it to be deemed a foul against the goalkeeper.

Broadwell added to their tally as the fresh legs and youth kept rolling on the pitch with a superb strike from the edge of the area from another unchallenged counter attack that gave the keeper no chance of saving.

The boss pushed on Robbie Kiwanuka and Felix Rose to enter in attack and the chances came but were stifled to keep the away side with 3 points.

Manager's Comments:
"I think we deserved more from this game than the previous game at theirs as we made several mistakes which lead to goals back then. This match was much more different and was there for the taking. Credit to Broadwell though - they have a strong squad to choose from, which most clubs in the forest can only dream of and played some good football with the young squad they have. 

I'm pleased with the way we played compared to earlier in the season and it will get better again as we introduced 3 new players today, one of them, PJ Thorne hasn't played for a while and was solid. The other 2 need minutes at senior level to build their confidence and learn to play with their new teammates and I thought they showed real promise.
I have to say our back four did incredibly well given the tough conditions. We played the offiside line well and they communicated throughout the game in both halves, which they should be proud of. We struggled to win the aerial ball in the middle at times which hurt us and we backed out of challenges where we need full commitment. Unfortunately we got caught on the counter while over-committing players to get a goal back, which punished us, but this is the pledge I make and that's to win games and score goals and that's on me.

Despite another game without points we must push on and challenge to get out of the bottom two in the league. I strongly believe we will do that and if we play like we did today then more wins will come our way."

Whitecroft (and the pitch) have a well-deserved Christmas break now until January. We will announce the next line of fixtures when available.
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NORTH GLOS PREMIER LEAGUE
WHITECROFT 0 - 2 BROADWELL RES
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