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Longhope 3 – 2 Whitecroft

We managed to play our long-awaited cup fixture however the scoreline means we are out of the competition and can focus on the league.

The conditions were not ideal but both teams were keen to get the fixture underway. The wings of the pitch were very soft for both teams with the rest of the field looking surprisingly good.
Whitecroft started with aplomb and attacked from the off. Robbie Kiwanuka showing that having a few games off hasn't made him rusty at all, with some solid tackles and excellent crosses. He set the tone for the fight that would remain for much of the game.

However it was Longhope F.C that broke the deadlock with a long pass over the defence after the Greeks lost possession, taking it to one-nil against the run of play.

Whitecroft continued to pepper the home sides goal. Dylan Richards showing what he is capable of with a 25 yard looping shot against the crossbar, which could've pulled the Greeks level. Shortly after, talisman Moses Thompson side-footed against the bottom of the post. It seemed that luck was not on our side as the half ended 2-0.

As the conditions worsened, the home side continued to defend, until a few minutes inside the 2nd half when Longhope broke free. Goalkeeper Charlie Bethell came to meet the ball, which brought him away from the goal mouth as the shot drifted into the goal. Tom Creed did his best to keep the ball out but it already crossed the line.

Whitecroft continued to press on and were awarded a free kick outside the area. This was duly taken by James Ramshaw, who made no mistake with an expertly taken opportunity to bring it back to 3-1.

Longhope struggled to contain the attacking ability of Whitecroft. New signing George Walkerdine tying the full backs in knots with his maizey runs. Whitecroft were attacking relentlessly and were unfortunate not to score an indirect freekick inside the area for a backpass to the goalkeeper. However Moses did get a reward for a foul inside the area 2 minutes from time to smash in Whitecroft's second via the penalty spot.

Manager's Comments:
"A truly spirited performance today, which is exactly what we asked for following the previous weeks result. We've worked hard in training on trusting each other and some small passages of passing play as we are trying to keep more possession and I'm happy to say we did everything but put the ball in the net today.

I'm happy we created chances, which has eluded us in the past and we were also a lot more physical. I love players who have fire in their belly and react when the chips are down, and to see that from our younger players gives me great hope.

Some outstanding performances from all the players - Charlie who was back on form, Robbie who created chances and defends high up the pitch, George on his superb debut and Fletcher for showing lots of promise. We lost Callum McCarthy in the 2nd half and PJ stepped up at centre back really well. I'm really proud of them all, from 1 to 16, for believing in themselves."
Whitecroft host Woolaston next week at home. 
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MATCH RESULT ™

ROBERTS CUP
LONGHOPE 3 < 2 WHITECROFT

May a
Morris Thompson (pen)
Evans

Player Name Player Name Sponsor
Vasyl Bernyk Charlie Bethell
Robbie Clark Toby Box
Karl Forskett Callum McCarthy
Nathan Gwilliam Callum Miller ©
Richard May James Hardinge
James Purhouse Robbie Kiwanuka
Carl Roberts James Ramshaw
Harrison Tuffley Fletcher King
Nathan Whittaker Moses Thompson A Tile & Paint
Dwane Morrigh Scott James .
Josh Ridler Dylan Richards
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RufatDida Tom Creed
Tom Evans George Walkerdine
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Peder Thorfie

MATCH INFORMATION
Sat 17" Jan 2026

K.O 2pm
Chyurch Road, Longhope





