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Whitecroft 1 – 6 Howle Hill

Whitecroft gave a very good account of themselves in this tough matchup against a good Howle Hill FC side where the scoreline didn't reflect the overall performance.

The first half looked like it would be another drubbing as Howle Hill scored within the opening few minutes from a looping ball over the defence followed by another soon after. The Greeks were still half asleep.

They managed to weather the barrage of attacks and get a foothold of the game by rotating subs early on, utilising the strong presence of Karl Monaghan in his natural defensive role. The return of Jason Murrell was a welcome addition up front, as Whitecroft were missing 4 of their usual forwards. He also came agonisingly close to scoring before the half was out but it was a Grant Kear free kick that nestled into the roof of the net to make it 2-1 with Whitecroft back in the game.

The 2nd half was on equal terms until an unfortunate own goal from a throw in let Howle Hill slowly slip away with the lead at 3-1. Shortly after, the heads dropped as Fletcher King slid in to foul the opposing winger who had already let a looping cross fly towards the goal, dipping over Charlie Bethell into the net.

This seemed to have a negative impact on the home side as the mindset changed and they lost their fighting spirit. As the defence tired, the goals came more frequently. Injuries to Callum McCarthy and Dan Burgum meant straight swaps with Konrad Breese and Monaghan again, who were able to provide the last 10 minutes with a flourish but with no reward.

Managers Comments:
"The aim today was to ensure we improved on last weeks performance and be more physical in our battles with our opposite numbers. It wasn't quite what we wanted but it was a lot better, so I'm happy on that front. 

We matched Howle Hill in several areas however they just had a bit more experience at this level than us and it showed. We tired towards the end so I should have rotated more at the back although I tend not to want to disrupt the back four if I can help it.

The players can be proud of the way they fought back. There were some great individual performances from James Hardinge, Charlie Bethell and Grant Kear, who showed how to battle for the ball and never give up. It was also good to see "Trig" (Karl Monaghan) back in the side after a long absence. I also enjoyed getting back on the pitch for the last 10 minutes and it might mean a return of the old guard for the final games in April due to player absences.

We hope to have some players returning for the trip away to Howle Hill next week so we will continue to work hard until the end."

Whitecroft face Howle Hill again next week away, 2.30pm KO.
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MATCH RESULT

NORTH GLOS PREM DIVISIO!
WHITECROFT 1 - 6 HOWLE HILL

1-2 Fletcher
Milnes, Thorne, Wright

Match Ball Sponsor:
Knick Knacks Whitecroft

Player Name Sponsor Player Name
Charlie Bethell Jack Fortey
James Hardinge Tai Minnie
Callum McCarthy Jono Wright
Callum Miller © Sam Davies
Toby Box Kristain Milnes ©
Robbie Kiwanuka Jon Woodward
Grant Kear Ben Hall
Jacob Wynn Sam Thorne
Dan Burgum Connor Watkins
Jason Murrell Toby Alexander
Eraldo Metra Ben Fletcher
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Ioan Day Archie Cotton
George Walkerdine | Charlie Gwilliam
_konrad Byffe€e LB L oo pennen i
Fletcher King Darren Gwilliam
Karl Monaghan Ross Barnett

MATCH INFORMATION
Sat 21* Mar 2026

K.O 2.30pm
Grove Road, Whitecroft





